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Objective 1C: Policies and Best
Pracftices

" Review literature for. states above
the national average safety belt
use rate

"' |dentify innovative strategies and
best practices



Methods

Review literature

" NHTSA Traffic Safety Fact Safety Sheet 2014-
2021

= CDC Eact:Sheets, IIHS
Synthesize data/teridentify/target states

Select states with the highest use rates

= 5 &10-year-average
Excluding 2020 in 5-year”
22 states reported use rate in 2020
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Seat Belt Use in 2021

‘The national estimate of seat belt use by adult front-seat
passengers in 2021 was 904 percent, not statistically dif-
ferent (at the 0.05 level) from 90.3 percent observed in
2020. The seat belt use rate estimate represents the per-
centage of occupants who are belted during an average
daylight moment.

Florida
Tennessee

Figure 1 displays an increasing trend of seat belt use over
a 15-year period, contrasted with a declining trend in the
percentage of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant
fatalities during daytime:! The 2021 survey found no sig-
nificant changes in seat belt use from 2020 to 2021 for any
of the occupant categories listed in Table 1. Seat belt use
continued to be higher in the west region compared to
the other regions of the country (Figure 2). Seat belt use
also continued to be higher in the States in which vehi-
cles can be pulled over solely for occupants ot using
seat belts (“primary law States”) compared to the States
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December 2021

— Overall Results

with weaker enforcement laws (“secondary law States”)
or no seat belt laws for adults (Figure 3).

The 2021 data collection occurred during the usual time-
frame of early June, immediately following the Click It
or Ticket campaign. The 2020 data collection occurred in
August, two months later than usual, and without the
Click It or Ticket campaign preceding it due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. The number of occupants observed
in the 2021 survey rebounded by 9 percent following a
decline in 2020.

These results are from the National Occupant Protection
Use Survey (NOPUS), the only survey that provides
nationwide probability-based observed data on seat belt
use in the United States. The NOPUS is conducted annu-
ally by the National Center for Statistics and Analysis of
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Figure 1
National Seat Belt Use Rate and Daytime Percentage of Unrestrained Passenger Vehicle Occupant Fatalities
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Source: NOPUS, FARS 2007-2018 Fial File, FARS 2019 ARF

! The FARS 2020 and 2021 data on the percentages of unre-
strained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities during day-
time will be available in early 2022 and 2023.
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Findings
Top States 2012-2021
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Findings
Comparison in Ranking
S5-year® to 10-year®™ average

" American " Wisconsin -4
Samoa -8

" Guam -7

" Montana 4
" Indiana -3

" Connecticut -7 ® New York -3

" New Jersey -5
= Utah -5



Findings
Comparison in Ranking
S5-year® to 10-year®™ average

" Minnesota +6 " Texas +3

" New Mexico' +6 ® Maryland +3

= Alabama +5 5 Kentucky +3

" Puerto Rico +5 * Oklahoma +3

" Nevada +4 " North Dakota +3

" Ohio +4



Comparison
Florida 2012-2021

" Florida +2

5- year. 10-year
Average Average

Rank 27 Rank 25



2021 Seat Belt Use Rates

By Law Type and State
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CDC Fact Sheets 20092018 Top 10 states

IN CALIFORNIA:

+ Seat belt laws are primary,

passengers aged 16 and older
in all seats.

+ Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN WASHINGTON:

+ Seat belt laws are primary.
They cover drivers, as well as

passengers aged 16 and older
in all seats.

» Child restraint laws require that
all children less than 57 inches
tall be buckled in a car seat or
booster seat.

IN WASHINGTON,D.C.:

+ Seat belt laws are primary,.
2V LUVE Vi d
passengers aged 16 and older
in all seats.

« Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN OREGON:

+ Seat belt laws are primary,.
They cover drivers, as well as

passengers aged 16 and older
in all seats.

+ Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN GEORGIA:

» Seat belt laws are primary.
They COVETrarvers, rront seat
passengers aged 18 and older,
and passengers aged 8-17
in all seats.

* Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN NEW_IERSEY:

= Seat belt laws are primary for
drivers and front seat passengers
and secondary for rear seat
passangers. They cover drivesss
as well as passengers aged 8 and
older and younger passengers
who are more than 57 inches
tall, in all seats.

Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.




CDC Fact Sheets 20092013

1

eat belt laws are primary.
They cover drivers, as well as
passengers aged 16 and older
WLl seats.

« Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN NEVADA:

< >eat belt laws are secondary:
They cover drivers, as well as
passengers aged 6 and older
in all seats.

» Child restraint [aws require
that all children aged 5 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

Seat belt laws are primary.
They cover drivers, as well as
passengers aged 16 and older ir
all seats.

« Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.

IN INDIANA:

eat belt laws are primary.
They cover drivers, as well as
passengers aged 16 and older
in all seats.

» Child restraint [aws require
that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat.




CDC Fact Sheets 20092013

eat belt Law§ are primary eat belt laws are primary.
They cover drivers, as well as They cover drivers and front

passengers aged 8 and older seat passengers aged 16
in all seats. ‘

e « Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and that all children aged 7 and
under be buckled in a car seat under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat. or booster seat.

AEat belt laws are primary. . :
They cover drivers, as well as Seat belt laws are primary. eat belt laws are primary.

passengers aged 8 and older They cover drivers, as well as They cover drivers and front

and younger passengers who passengers aged 16 and older seat passengers aged 18
are more than 5/ inches tall, a3,

« Child restraint laws require » Child res

that all children aged 7 and that all children aged 5 and
under be buckled in a car seat under be buckled in a car seat under be buckled in a car seat
or booster seat. or booster seat. or booster seat.

+ Child restraint laws require
that all children aged 7 and




Summary

Primary Seat Belt Law
Increased Penalty Fines
High Visibility Enforcement

Nighttime Seat Belt
Enforcement Programs



Next Steps Needed

= Case Study Interviews

= | aw Enforcement
Mobilization Efforts

" Media & Campaigns Spending

" Education & Encouragement

Diversion Programs

" Demographics



Thank you!
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